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New MI Graduated Tax Proposal may be on November Ballot
A recent proposal submitted by Michiganders for the Commonwealth outlines an amendment to the
state's constitution that would eliminate Michigan's flat personal income tax and replace it with a
graduated system, meaning as one's income increases, so does their tax.
The adoption of this amendment would mean the following:
-Individual income tax rates would reduce for individuals with an annual income of $175,000 ($350,000
jointly) or less.
-There must be more than one marginal tax rate that increases by income level
-The tax must produce $1.5 billion in new revenue.
-Disallows any legislation from reducing the amount of revenue currently brought in by the income tax
plus $1.5 billion until January 1, 2025
-Lawmakers would be unable to amend the graduated tax until 2025, and will need a two-thirds majority
vote to do so.
The revenue generated by this income tax would be split between public schools, public infrastructure,
and to clean up Michigan's public water supply.
In order for the tax amendment proposal to qualify for the November ballot, the Michiganders for the
Commonwealth must collect and submit a minimum of 425,059 valid voter signatures by July 6. Should
the proposal make the ballot and get approved by voters, Governor Whitmer and legislators would be
required to enact a graduated income tax before June 2021, to be in effect by January 2022. Should the
two parties fail to agree on a plan for the graduated income tax, Governor Whitmer would have the power
to enact one by executive order.
At the Greater Niles Chamber of Commerce, we are here to represent our area businesses. Share your
thoughts on this new tax proposal by emailing the Greater Niles Chamber of Commerce at
info@greaternileschamber.com.
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Fight Against Blighted Property Continues

The greater Niles community continues to fight for the demolition of the major blighted property located on
Wayne Street.
The property’s holding company, Heico, purchased the property under its subsidiary, National Standard
City Complex. While the City of Niles has sent notices and demolition requirements, a ticket has not been
issued. If the city were to issue a ticket, and Heico refuses to pay or is unable to pay for the demolition,
the city becomes liable for the property leading to a price tag of approximately $1 million, which is not
sustainable under the city’s current savings and budget.
Many residents continue to work towards an innovative solution, but at this time, no further progress has
been made. The conversation rages on, most notably on the new Facebook page “Hey Heico! Clean up
your mess in Niles” where community members have gathered to share ideas and steps being made
towards a viable solution.

More Information

Niles-Buchanan YMCA hosts over 100 Attendees at the February Eye
Opener Breakfast!
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Drive & Shine Coming to Niles
Site plans have been approved by the Niles Planning Commission for the renovation of the former
Schilling’s Auto Wash, located at 518 S 11th St, to undergo approximately a $10 million renovation for its
new host, Drive & Shine.

Chamber Pulse Tickets On Sale Now
Keep your finger on the pulse with Chamber Pulse, the Greater Niles Chamber of Commerce’s Annual
Meeting and Awards Banquet. Join us as we gather as a community, celebrate our area businesses, and
look to the future of our region. Chamber Pulse features a delicious catered lunch, a keynote speaker,
and five separate awards – Business of the Year, Community Leadership Award, Volunteer of the Year,
Economic Impact, and Young Professional of the Year.

More | Register
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Niles-Buchanan YMCA Expansion Set to Break Ground April 1
The Niles-Buchanan YMCA plans to break ground for construction on their $3 million expansion on April
1. The expansion will feature a teen center, a youth center, a second gymnasium, and a fitness room.
The YMCA is still accepting donations to reach their final goal of $3 million, contact the Niles-Buchanan
YMCA to learn more.

Niles Competes for "Home Town Takeover"
The City of Niles has been entered into the Home Town Takeover competition, for the opportunity to
partake in HGTV’s upcoming show “Home Town Takeover” in which hosts Ben and Erin Napier assist in
renovating meaningful buildings and public spaces in one small town.
Although it’s admittedly a long shot to be chosen for this program, the video submission has gained
exceptional traction in publicizing the city. The video submission that was posted on Facebook by On
Base Productions’ Charles Nelson and Mayor Nick Shelton has accrued over 44,000 views and has been
shared over 1,100 times.

Watch Now

Chamber Chat, brought to you by Brentwood at Niles, airs on the third Wednesday of every month from
11:30 until 12:00 noon on WNIL 107.5fm. Last month, the Greater Niles Chamber of Commerce was able
to feature Culligan Water of Michiana.

Listen Now

March Eye Opener Breakfast
Hosted by Leader Publications
March 13 │ 7:30-9:00 AM

More | Register

April Business After Hours
Hosted by the Honor Credit Union
April 09 │ 5:30-7:00 PM

More | Register

Welcome our New Member!
Please give a warm welcome to R&D Remodeling, the Greater Niles Chamber of Commerce's newest
member.

R&D Remodeling is here to ensure your dream space becomes a reality. Whether that means small jobs
such as removing your carpet and putting in hard woods or painting your living room, or whether that
means big jobs such as a complete bathroom remodel or finally finishing your basement, R&D
Remodeling does it all!
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